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Abstract

The character “Ding” belongs to the first-level character table in the “general standard Chinese
character table” and is a commonly used Chinese character. The structure of its single pictograph
vividly depicts the container characteristics of “Ding”. This paper takes “Ding” as the research ob-
ject, looks at the development and evolution of “Ding” in ancient China, explores the internal rea-
sons why the Chinese nation regards “Ding” as the treasure of the country, and explores the cul-
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tural connotation contained in the word “Ding”: “Ding” was originally used to cook and store food,
and later gradually developed into an important ritual vessel for slave aristocrats. In the Western
Zhou Dynasty, it was subject to the strict ritual and music system formulated by the patriarchal
hierarchy and became an instrument enjoyed by princes and nobles at all levels during the ban-
quet. The culture behind the “ding” character, with the carrier of Chinese characters, converges
with other cultures to form a long-standing Chinese culture.
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