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Abstract

The difference between Cantonese appellations in Hong Kong and Mandarin appellations is due to
the long-term development of the two lexical systems, and the lexical differences reflect diversity.
This article believes that it is mainly constrained by the internal development trends and methods
of the language system, as well as the influence of external economic, political, and cultural social
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factors. This article refers to Su Jinzhi’s (1994) classification of vocabulary differences in Mainland,
Taiwan and Hong Kong, from the perspectives of “same form but different meaning” and “same
meaning but different form”; starting from two perspectives of internal language reasons and ex-
ternal social factors, it analyzes the differences in the causes of Hong Kong Cantonese appellations
and Mandarin appellations. The research can help people deepen their understanding of the di-
versity of Chinese vocabulary and treat the phenomenon of vocabulary fusion and evolution cor-
rectly.
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