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Abstract

“Butterfly” is an image frequently used in Chinese literature. From the perspective of mythological
archetype criticism, “butterfly” in Chinese literature has symbolic archetypes of freedom, love,
sadness and perishable. The reason for this phenomenon is not only the biological characteristics
of butterfly itself, but also the collective unconscious trend of thought of literati under the back-
ground of The Times. “Butterfly” has gained an enduring place in Chinese cultural history.
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