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Abstract

Against the backdrop of high emphasis on early childhood education in contemporary China, this
paper examines the origin and historical development of private schools (sishu). Using sishu as an
example, it analyzes the driving forces behind the development of early childhood education dur-
ing the Ming and Qing Dynasties in China. The main driving forces include the intrinsic motivation
of scholars’ belief in studying for the imperial examinations and the extrinsic motivation of ad-
vancements in printing and publishing technology. Under the influence of multiple factors, sishu
education gradually matured. While it had its merits and demerits during its development, it was
eventually replaced by modern education and declined.
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