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Abstract

This study aims to explore the interpretation of “water” within the character “¥%(f)” and engage in
a scholarly debate surrounding Xu Shen’s explanation of “water” in the Shuowen Jiezi. This research
proposes that “water” in the context of traditional Chinese legal culture is profoundly significant,
particularly as reflected in the character “J&(fa)” itself. Even though the character “J&(fi)” has been
replaced by the simpler “#%(f4)” in contemporary usage, the component “water” within “J#(f1)” retains
its meaning. This study not only elucidates this through the character “J&(fi)” but also substantiates
it with the character “4&” (jing). The relationship between “&%(jing)” and “water” is inseparable, as
the component “X (jing)” is related to water veins. “#(jing)” embodies the characteristics of water,
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exemplified by the phrase “&{tt5f " (governing the world and benefiting the people), where “£1i”
(governing the world) implies that the governance of the state and the people, at both the national
and individual levels, must embrace “inclusiveness” and “adaptability”, drawing a parallel from
managing water to managing people and ultimately governing the state.
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Figure 1. Stone maps of the Chinese water systems in the Song Dynasty
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Table 1. The characters related to water and their explanations in VVolume 11 of the “Oracle Dictionary”
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