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Abstract

This study analyzes Sima Qian’s Records of the Grand Historian, specifically the chapters Biographies
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of Harsh Officials, Biographies of Wandering Knights and Treatise on Law, to highlight the moral-
centriclegal philosophy embedded within the text. Although the legal thoughts described in Records
of the Grand Historian are mostly scattered, a thorough analysis of these chapters can reveal the
underlying moral emphasis in its legal philosophy. The study points out that in the Biographies of
Harsh Officials, there is an implicit moral-based legal philosophy. Furthermore, in the Biographies
of Wandering Knights, this moral perspective is more deeply reflected as a form of “substantive mo-
rality.” The study also notes that in the Treatise on Law, the concept of morality is presented as a
fundamental principle akin to the natural rules governing all things in the world. However, unlike
natural rules, this concept of morality applies solely to humans, functioning as a set of principles
that humans, as humans, must follow. The study not only reveals the implicit moral-centric legal
philosophy in Records of the Grand Historian, but also provides historical insights for contemporary
research on the relationship between law and morality.
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Figure 1. Sima Qian’s view of the whole and the parts
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Figure 2. The eight winds and their correspondence with the twelve months, ten heavenly stems, twelve earthly branches,
and twelve musical pitches
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