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Abstract

The passing the customs ceremony is a bridge that connects the divine realm with the secular world,
and people with ghosts and gods. It is a ceremony with rich symbolic connotations. As a folk belief
ritual of the Tujia ethnic group, the words and deeds during its performance are a representation
of the ideological consciousness of the Tujia people in their daily lives. The article takes the “Passing
the Customs” ceremony in Dejiang County as the exploration object. Based on the application of
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relevant symbolic theories of ceremonies, through the understanding of the process of the local
Tujia “passing the customs” ceremony, it mainly interprets the symbolic meaning attached to the
Tujia “passing the customs” ceremony from five aspects: ancestral identity, secularization of power,
transition and transformation of life status, signs of adulthood, and the medical function of the cer-
emony. The “passing the customs” ceremony is an expression of people’s behavior and psychology,
which has a profound impact on people’s lives and psychology, and has rich symbolic meanings.
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