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Abstract

In the Collection of Stone Inscriptions in Guangdong Province, there are two kinds of legal disputes
over provincial harbors, which are civil disputes and criminal disputes concerning employment
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relations, the ownership of harbors, taxation, aggressive panhandling and robbery. As a means of
social governance, however, the engraved resolutions of both the civil and criminal disputes are
highly homogeneous but ineffective, and cannot subsequently root out similar disputes. Even
though resolutions on stone inscriptions aim for permanent validity, in effect they are proved to
be the opposite-invalidity, the commonality shared by the disputes and resolutions. As a means
of social governance, the engraved seeks to establish regulations and restore social order instead
of distributing legal rights and obligations, which can be regarded as the re-creation of the con-
stitutional law.
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