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Abstract

This study investigates the Chinese Kkinship terms “xiongdi” and “dixiong” from a diachronic per-
spective, systematically analyzing their historical frequency, semantic evolution, and geographical
distribution from ancient times to the modern era. By examining transmitted texts, historical doc-
uments, and modern dialectal materials, the research reveals that “xiongdi” underwent a multi-path
semantic evolution: from a compound phrase to semantic narrowing and later semantic broadening.
Meanwhile, “dixiong” gradually replaced the original semantic function of “xiongdi” over time. Their
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developmental trajectories demonstrate how lexical systems self-regulate through mechanisms
such as tonal rules and language contact, further illustrating how language evolution adheres to
principles of cultural cognition and economy.
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