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Abstract

The prevalence of modern consumer culture, with its problems of consumerism, materialism and
over-consumption, contrasts sharply with the Confucian concept of “benevolence of the people and
love of things”. This paper aims to analyse the connotation of the concept of “benevolence of the people
and love of material things”, the characteristics and problems of modern consumer culture, and to
explore its critique and revelation of modern consumer culture, so as to provide new perspectives for
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the ethical guidance of consumption behaviours. The study reveals the conflict between modern con-
sumer culture and Confucianism, and emphasises the importance of consumption moderation, the
virtue of benevolence and sustainable development, providing theoretical support for the healthy de-
velopment of consumer culture and the sustainable progress of society.
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