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Abstract

In the Yuan Dynasty, Wu Cheng’s Annotations of the Daoist Morality Classic (The Dao-te Ching) re-
interpreted the Daoist principle of “Follow the Dao of Nature”, marking a significant paradigm shift
in the history of the Laozi school. This article, through intellectual history tracing, textual exegesis,
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and philosophical analysis, reveals how Wu Cheng used the Neo-Confucian theory of Ti (&) and
Yong (F) to reconstruct the concept of ziran (E4R), responding to the interpretive dilemmas of
traditional commentaries by figures like He Shangong and Wang Bi, and pioneering a new path of
Confucian-Daoist integration. Wu Cheng elevated ziran (H#}) to “the original state of the Dao’s
body”, dissolved the semantic rupture and logical contradictions of the word “Fa” through the “one
source of body and function” framework, and transformed the Daoist natural view into a “both body
and function” practical philosophy. This interpretation not only resolved traditional puzzles like
the “Five Great” paradox but also, in the Yuan Dynasty’s context of the convergence of the three
teachings, provided theoretical resources for Daoist thought to engage in mainstream discourse
competition, and had a profound impact on the evolution of natural views in the Ming and Qing dyn-
asties.
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