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Abstract

Fishtail is an important symbol in the layout of ancient books, which is of great significance to edi-
tion identification, but its origin is still inconclusive. At present, there are three main viewpoints in
academic circles: one is that it originated from imitation and substitution; Second, it comes from the
need of paper folding; Third, it originated from ancient deeds, which were created by combining
fish symbols into one. Based on the analysis of these viewpoints, this paper holds that the way of
book binding and the use of the boundary column when the edition engraving rose in the first view-
point indicate that it is difficult to find the origin of fishtail from the form of simplified books; In the
second view, the elephant trunk has better folding function and the fishtail is symmetrical or comes
from architectural beauty, so it does not agree that it comes from folding demand; The third view is
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doubtful because the fishtail theory appeared late and has no biological connection with fish. At the
same time, it is suggested that the origin of fish tail can be explored from the costumes and things
in the Song Dynasty, and it is speculated that the fish tail is related to the flag by literature analysis.
Its original function is to mark the fish tail eye-catching, but the evidence is not enough at present,
which needs more unearthed documents to answer.
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