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Abstract

With the expansion of urban spaces and the advancement of theoretical research, space has gradu-
ally become a focus across multiple disciplines, and the field of literary studies has also witnessed
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a spatial turn. Space no longer serves merely as a background for scholarly inquiry but has emerged
as a significant subject of literary research. Among various spatial types, the street—with its dis-
tinctive openness—functions as a medium for depicting urban life. In Ba Jin’s early novels Death and
Rebirth, which use Shanghai as their urban backdrop, streets construct a tripartite spatial frame-
work: a heterogeneous space of modernization, a marginalized space beneath prosperity, and a con-
tested space of power relations. This tripartite structure reveals the alienating urban landscape
during Shanghai’s modernization process, reflecting Ba Jin’s profound anxiety about China’s twen-
tieth-century transition from tradition to modernity. In these novels, the street becomes an im-
portant medium for the transformation of the protagonist’s thoughts, which contains the writer’s
deep concern for the fate of the nation.
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