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Abstract

This study examines the interaction between the renowned Northern Song official Zhao Bian and
the Southern Song scholar Nan Kong, exploring how the spirit of literati was transmitted during the
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cultural rupture and regional reconstruction of the transition from the Northern to the Southern
Song. Through close reading and historical context analysis, the study examines Zhao Bian’s gov-
ernance philosophy in political practice, moral character, and legal and ritual concepts, revealing
why he became a spiritual model for the “selective inheritance” of Southern Confucianism. The ar-
ticle highlights that the ideal of “inner sage, outer king” represented by Zhao Bian was institution-
alized, symbolized, and taught within the Southern Kong discourse system, thereby reinterpreting
the Northern Song literati style through regional Confucianism. This phenomenon forms a typical
“historical mirror image” structure, reflecting the ideological mechanism by which the Confucian
tradition achieved continuity amidst rupture, and provides a concrete case for understanding the
logic of Confucianism’s reproduction in local society.
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