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Abstract

Liang Zongdai’s French translation of “Selected Poems of Tao Qian” was published at a special his-
torical juncture between the end of World War I and the early signs of the global economic crisis, a
period marked by the “East Wind Blowing Westward”. Its translation and publication carried a clear
vision of cultural export: to regard the essence of Chinese culture as a shared treasure of human
civilization, emphasize its universally recognized value, and urgently seek wide recognition from
the international community. Through the literary image of Tao Yuanming, the book aimed to pre-
sent the deep essence of Chinese culture to European readers authentically, intending to break their
existing stereotypes about China and promote a deeper understanding and recognition of China. As
aresult, the image of Tao Yuanming during this period was endowed with special cultural connota-
tions, standing side by side with India, which symbolized Eastern wisdom, as an indispensable cul-
tural symbol in European life.
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