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Abstract

As a pivotal work for studying Western Han history following the Records of the Grand Historian, the
Book of Han holds self-evident historical and literary significance. Particularly noteworthy is its “Bi-
ographies of Imperial Relatives” (Waiqi Zhuan), which constitutes an essential component deserv-
ing scholarly attention. The rhapsodic tradition (fu), as a quintessential Chinese literary form that
flourished during the Han dynasty, frequently played a significant role in both narrative construc-
tion and lyrical expression. In the “Biographies of Imperial Relatives”—a text primarily focused on
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female subjects—its incorporation of rhapsodic elements not only provided literary models for sub-
sequent generations but also functioned as crucial artistic embellishments. These poetic passages
serve to enrich character portrayals, refine biographical details, and add nuanced dimensions to
personal histories.
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