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Abstract

The Qingming Festival is a traditional Chinese festival with a specific timing that is closely related
to daily life and people’s emotions. Tomb-sweeping, ancestor worship, spring outings, and hanging
willows and swinging are the main activities of the Qingming Festival. These folk activities are of
great significance for unfolding the plot of the novel. “San Yan and Er Pai” are important vernacular
novels in China, which record numerous citizen activities and typologically reflect the citizen cus-
toms under the background of the Qingming Festival, providing rich literary research texts for later
studies. This article summarizes typical Qingming narrative patterns by organizing the folk
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activities of the Qingming Festival in the text, generalizes the two different symbolic meanings of
the Qingming Festival, and studies the literary value of the narrative patterns of the Qingming Fes-
tival, demonstrating that festival customs have an important significance for the cultural inher-
itance of ancient China and the consolidation of contemporary national cultural identity, and deep-
ening the public’s belief in traditional culture.
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Table 1. A Summary of the chapters related to the Qingming Festival in “San Yan and Er Pai”
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