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Abstract

Zhu Xi abolished the “Preface” and did not use it in his governance of “Poetry”, which not only
changed the tradition of Han and Tang scholars in governing “Poetry”, but also had a significant
impact on the governance of “Poetry” by scholars in the Yuan and Ming dynasties. But in Zhu Xi's
thought on the study of poetry, the concept of “obscene poetry” was quite dissatisfied among schol-
ars in the early Qing Dynasty. Among them, Chen Qiyuan from Wujiang’s book “Mao Shi Ji Gu Bian”
mainly refuted Zhu Xi’s theory of “obscene poetry” from the following aspects: firstly, re emphasiz-
ing the “education” and “beauty” of “poetry” discussed in the “Preface”; The second is to restore the
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original meaning of the poem by clarifying the meanings of characters and meanings; The third is
to return to the Han Confucian view of “using history to prove poetry” in governing poetry. It can be
seen that the above methods are almost entirely based on the approach of Han Confucianism in gov-
erning the Book of Poetry, indicating that Chen Shi’s governance of the Book of Poetry has begun to
shift from Song to Han, which also foreshadows the direction of Qing Dynasty’s concept of governing
classics.
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