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Abstract

Shi Buhua’s “Letter on Boat-Building at West Lake” is a typical private letter type imitative essay of
the Qing Dynasty, which combines practical advice and literary aesthetic value. This article takes a
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stylistic perspective and combines literature and text analysis to explore its characteristics and sig-
nificance. The study first clarifies the origin of the “Qi” literary style: it began as a memorial and
official document in the Han and Wei dynasties, and after the Tang and Song dynasties, its functions
changed, leading to the differentiation of private letters and letter style Qi literature. This type of
Qiwen is used for peer communication on solemn occasions. Although it maintains respect, the hi-
erarchy is weakened, and the content is lifelike and literary, with the core of “expressing emotions
and ideas”. The intended function of the Qiwen belongs to this category. The article focuses on the
analysis of the text: the core revolves around the proposal for shipbuilding in West Lake, which is
structurally divided into rendering the beauty of four hour boating, demonstrating the appropriate
size of the ship, proposing a fundraising plan for “correcting and striking the ship”, and detailing the
elegant layout of passenger ships and the principles of receiving passengers, aiming to create a
“rocking blue studio” space that fits West Lake. The entire text is elegant in wording and adept at
using allusions, reflecting the author’s pursuit of a secluded and refined life. Research dialectical
evaluation: Its advantage lies in following the clear structure of Qiwen, strong literary quality, vivid
description of scenery, and profound reflection of the aesthetic ideals of literati; The disadvantage
is that there is still room for improvement in structural coherence, emphasis on certain content,
and the strength of the ending. This study clearly presents the functional evolution of “qi” from of-
ficial documents to private letters through this case, and reveals the writing paradigm of integrating
practicality, literature, and cultural connotations in the Ming and Qing dynasties’ private letters. It
is valuable for deepening the understanding of ancient literary styles and book literature.
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