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Abstract

This study systematically organizes and classifies the historical content of the Miscellaneous Notes
section from the Tongzhi Anhua County Gazetteer of Qing Dynasty, highlighting its unique value as
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“marginal historical material” for constructing local knowledge. It identifies issues—including
graphical variants, textual disorder and non-normative documentation—arising from textual lay-
ering, which must be addressed through contextualized textual criticism and interdisciplinary
methodologies. The study contends that gazetteer scholarship should transcend textual reconstruc-
tion to activate and contemporize local knowledge. This effort provides methodological insights for
folklore, social history and gazetteer studies, and promotes the practical application of folk memory
in projects of cultural identity and rural revitalization.
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