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Abstract

The proposition “Tai Xu is Qi” has been a subject of academic divergence since modern times. By
deconstructing the concepts within Zhang Zai’s proposition “Tai Xu is Qi,” this study explores the
profound connotations of notions such as “Xu” and “Qi,” as well as the interconnections among these
concepts. Furthermore, it elucidates the fundamental purpose behind Zhang Zai’'s proposition by
examining the challenges Confucianism faced during the Northern Song Dynasty. Finally, the analy-
sis delves into the debates among modern scholars regarding this proposition, aiming to recon-
struct the genuine ideas Zhang Zai intended to express through “Tai Xu is Qi.”
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