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Abstract

The eighth chapter of Dream of the Red Chamber bears core narrative and symbolic value, marking
the first concentrated portrayal of interactions among Baoyu, Daiyu, and Baochai as well as the first
confrontation between Baochai and Daiyu. It clarifies the two core female characters and their
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destinies, while revealing the subtle emotional dynamics among the three. A systematic collation of
the eighth chapter in the Jiaxu version and the Mongolian prince mansion version shows significant
differences in layout, chapter titles, wording, descriptions of the jade of spiritual understanding and
the golden locket, and annotations. It can be inferred that the eighth chapter of the Mongolian prince
mansion version was not derived from the extant eighth chapter of the Jiaxu version.
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Figure 1. Comparison of the Layout between Jiaxu edition and prince of Mongolia’s mansion edition
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Table 1. Comparison of the main texts between the Jiaxu edition and the Mongolian prince’s mansion edition
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Figure 2. Comparison of the spiritual jade between the Jiaxu version and the Mongolian prince’s mansion version
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Figure 3. Comparison of the yingluo golden lock between the Jiaxu version and the Mongolian prince’s mansion version
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Table 2. Comparison of annotations and commentary between the Jiaxu version and the Mongolian prince’s mansion version
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Figure 4. The condition of vermilion side notes and ink eyebrow notes in the Jiaxu edition
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