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Abstract

The legendary play Fifteen Strings of Strings, written by Suchen Zhu of the Qing Dynasty, tells two
miscarriages of justice that occurred in the folk through a dual narrative structure. The two miscar-
riages of justice revolve around the two brothers of the Xiong family and ultimately reveal the truth
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in the form of a dream appearance by an upright official. The narrative structure of the wrongful con-
victions in Fifteen Strings of Strings reveals the systematic flaws in the judicial system of the Ming Dyn-
asty, but its critical nature is confined by the framework of the “myth of upright officials” and ethical
education. The social criticality of the Ming Dynasty’s public case legends represented by Fifteen Strings
of Strings is not only a projection of real contradictions, but also an outlet for the public’s psychol-

ogy.
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