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Abstract

The typical feature of ancient Chinese society is the clan system based on consanguinity, which jointly
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serves the oldest respected relatives. As an important part of the ruling chain of society, clan organi-
zations play an important role in consolidating imperial power and maintaining grassroots stability.
In order to maintain the effective operation of the clan and achieve the purpose of settling down
and living in harmony, the inheritance system under the background of clan society is divided into
identity inheritance and property inheritance. Identity inheritance is patriarchal inheritance, and
male lineal relatives perform the obligation of sacrificing ancestors and leading the family to realize
family continuity. As the patriarchal inheritance of identity inheritance, women are completely ex-
cluded, but in the inheritance of property in clan society, if women, as daughters and widows, are
completely excluded from the right to inherit property when facing family upheavals, their basic
livelihood may be difficult to sustain, and there may even be a situation where the property of a family
with no male descendants falls into the hands of an unrelated family. Therefore, under the principle
of maintaining the patriarchal clan system, women’s property inheritance right has not been completely
denied. The well-documented and reliable female inheritance right appeared in the Han Dynasty,
and it was further increased in the Sui and Tang Dynasties. In the Song Dynasty, the inheritance situ-
ation of women in the room, married women and returned women was specified in detail, so as to
give consideration to both reason and jurisprudence. Although the female inheritance right in that
society has not jumped out of the limitations of the times, it still has far-reaching reference significance
for the inheritance and transplantation of laws in the development of nearly a thousand years.
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