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Abstract

Festival folk customs are an important part of culture, carrying the marks of the changes of The Times.
This paper conducts fieldwork on the Qima Festival in Nanchong and analyzes the causes and man-
ifestations of the evolution of the Nanchong Qima Festival. It is found that the Nanchong Qima Fes-
tival has undergone varying degrees of changes, such as the diversification of the sources of festival
participants, the simplification of the festival process, and the commercial nature under the modern
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market economy. The influencing factors are as follows: first, under the impact of the migrant worker
economy and industrial structure adjustment, the permanent rural population has decreased, lead-
ing to changes in the ecological origin of the emergence and development of the festival; second, the
development of the market economy and the government’s efforts to build a “cultural and tourism
integration” brand have made the festival activities of the Nanchong Qima Festival market-oriented;
third, the vertical linkage between national-level intangible cultural heritage (ICH) legislation and
local ICH protection has led to a shift in the development goals of the festival. On this basis, through
the analysis of the cultural symbolic significance of the Qima Festival and the functions of the evo-
lution of festival folk customs, it is believed that the original blessing function carried by the festival
has gradually expanded with the development of society and history, forming a cultural space inte-
grating the inheritance of folk customs, the conduct of commercial activities and the dissemination
of ICH.
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