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Abstract

Li Yu's narrative theory, developed during the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, centers on the
core principles of “establishing a main theme, tightening structural coherence, and reducing narra-
tive threads”, emphasizing focused themes, rigorous structure, and simplified plotlines. This paper
explores the transformation and challenges of this theory in the contemporary digital media envi-
ronment. Li Yu’s narrative theory has demonstrated its adaptability in both the print era and the
electronic media era. However, the democratization of narrative driven by digital technology, the
impact of information overload on the core of storytelling, and the evolving demands of creators
and audiences have placed traditional theory in a challenging position.
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