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Abstract

This paper takes “Erlang” place names as its research subject, exploring the cultural connotations
and social functions embedded within them. It begins by examining the diverse origins of the Erlang
figure, arguing that Li Erlang possesses the strongest historical basis due to his close connection to
the water management history of the Ba-Shu region. The study then traces the evolution of Li Erlang
from a historical figure into a popular deity, subsequently classifying Erlang-related place names
across China into three categories: belief-attachment, function-projection, and terrain-association.
Through specific case studies, it analyzes their formation mechanisms and cultural significances.
Finally, the paper concludes that “Erlang” place names play a significant role in constructing the
“human-deity-land” relationship. They reflect popular perceptions of nature and society while
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reinforcing local cultural cohesion and moral order, serving as a vivid manifestation of Chinese folk
beliefs within geographical space.
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Table 2. Chronological table of the mythologization of the Erlang figure and the evolution of his status
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Table 3. Statistical table of nationwide Erlang-related toponyms
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