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Abstract

In the fourth year of Shengshao (1097), the 62-year-old Su Shi was instructed to drive in Hainan and
be placed in Changhua Army (Danzhou). Three years in Hainan was an extremely special stage in Su
Shi’s life. “Benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and fidelity” are the “five constants” of
Confucianism, which was proposed and developed into a moral category and value orientation of
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universal significance by the pre-Qin Confucians and was respected by Confucian scholars through-
out the ages. This paper starts from the bits and pieces of Su Shi during his stay in Qiong, aiming to
perceive benevolence through love for one’s spouse and all living things; to discern righteousness
through the kinship between the Han Chinese and Li peoples; to observe propriety through sacrifi-
cial rites and the transformation of customs; to recognise wisdom through the principles of health
preservation; to understand fidelity through sincerity in dealing with others and keeping one’s
word. So as to explore Su Shi’s Confucianism during the Hainan Island.
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