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Abstract

As an important representative of contemporary Gelao literature in Guizhou, Wang Hua’s profound
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description of suffering and redemption in border areas urgently needs systematic aesthetic inter-
pretation. The current academic research on the aesthetic connotation of his works is still weak,
especially the lack of in-depth discussion based on the theoretical fulcrum of redemption aesthetics.

ro

This paper aims to fill this research gap, using Walter Benjamin's “aura”, evangelism and messianic
view of redemption, Theodor Adorno’s negative aesthetics, and Han Bingzhe’s criticism of “smooth
aesthetics” and “negative pursuit” as core theoretical resources to construct a theoretical perspec-
tive for understanding the redemptive aesthetics of Wang Hua’s novels. Research shows that by in-
tegrating Western critical theory resources with Chinese borderland experience and ethnic minor-
ity cultural elements, Wang Hua creatively practices a profoundly critical and spiritually transcend-
ent redemptive aesthetics in suffering narratives. It not only profoundly reveals the ecological crisis,
ethical dilemmas and conflicts of civilizations in the process of modernity, but also provides a path
for spiritual breakthrough and value confirmation for marginalized people at the aesthetic level,
and provides an important theoretical reference for understanding the aesthetic exploration of con-
temporary Chinese vernacular literature.
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