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Abstract

The Mistake by the River is a representative work of pioneer experiment by writer Yu Hua in the
1980s. The novel fictionalizes a murder case of a madman by parodying a detective story. From the
text to the screen, the adaptation of the film has both breakthroughs and shortcomings on the basis
of fully drawing on literary resources. This paper attempts to analyze the differences in narrative
focus, narrative structure and narrative space between the novel and the film based on the relevant
theories of narratology. At the same time, it introduces the perspective of crisis narrative to inter-
pret the differences in narrative themes between the novel and the film from the three levels of
trust crisis, sexual crisis and existence crisis, in order to provide interpretation ideas for the same
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type of film and television adaptation.
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