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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the new pragmatic functions of the two-character expression “bushi” in
online contexts. By analyzing its application scenarios on social media platforms, video-sharing
sites and comment sections, the study reveals the diversified expressive functions and semantic
features of “bushi”. It is found that in online communication, “bushi” often appears as a discourse
marker, which is characterized by non-truth-conditionality, phonetic pausing and syntactic inde-
pendence, and can be used to convey the speaker’s subjective attitudes and emotions. Furthermore,
this paper analyzes the role of “bushi” in pragmatic aspects such as discourse transition, polite ex-
pression, negation and refutation, as well as interactional functions, thus providing a new perspective
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for understanding linguistic phenomena in online contexts.
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