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Abstract

This paper systematically examines the historical origins and functional evolution of the characters
“Qing” (/) and “Xiang” (%), along with their interactions with characters such as “Xiang” (%&),
“Xiang” (), “Xiang” (7]), and “Xiang” ("}), through a comprehensive analysis of oracle bone inscrip-
tions, bronze inscriptions, and excavated manuscripts from the Warring States, Qin, and Han peri-
ods, as well as transmitted classical texts. The study reveals that “Qing” and “Xiang” share the same
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pictographic origin in oracle bone inscriptions, representing the character “Xiang” (4&), with the
original meaning of “two people facing each other and sharing a meal”. From this core meaning,
multiple functions derived, including sacrificial rituals, feasting, directional orientation, and official
titles. During the Warring States, Qin, and Han periods, as linguistic expression became more pre-
cise, the functions of these characters gradually differentiated. The Qin dynasty’s policy of “unifying
the writing system” accelerated and standardized this process. Furthermore, in practical usage,
“Xiang” (%) was often used interchangeably with characters like “Xiang” (%), “Xiang” (), and
“Xiang” ("7) due to phonetic and semantic associations, reflecting the complexity of character dif-
ferentiation in the evolution of Chinese script.
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