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Abstract

The “Unity of Knowledge and Action” was Wang Yangming’s response to the chronic ills of the Ming
Dynasty, aredefinition of the categorical relationship between knowledge and action in history, and
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more importantly, an essential practice through which his philosophical tenet of “the mind is prin-
ciple” could be manifested in reality. Knowledge and action are an inseparable and unified whole,
and its core definition—that the moment a thought arises, it is already action—has sparked numer-
ous controversies and inquiries, particularly regarding the realization of innate moral knowledge
and good intentions. In Wang Yangming’s ideological system, it is an inevitable goal for individuals
to put all their good intentions into practice, yet the full achievement of this goal is invariably ex-
ceedingly difficult in reality. To put it mildly, even if good intentions fail to be effectively put into
practice, it still holds positive significance as long as one prevents such intentions from turning into
evil ones and refrains from committing evil deeds stemming from evil thoughts. Wang Yangming’s
“Unity of Knowledge and Action” was also inherited and developed by his later followers. Though
they held different fundamental aims in their philosophical studies, their views on knowledge and
action never strayed far from the fundamental essence of Wang Yangming’s “Unity of Knowledge
and Action”. Furthermore, with the advancement of the times, the “Unity of Knowledge and Action”
has encountered diverse interpretations among the general public, such as One must act in accord-
ance with what one knows and Integrating theory with practice. Such interpretations have undoubt-
edly expanded the connotation of the “Unity of Knowledge and Action”—a necessary requirement
to keep pace with the times, and also the inherent implication of Wang Yangming’s concept of “true
knowledge”.
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