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Abstract

During the Pre-Qin period, the tiger frequently appeared as an animal decorative pattern in human
practical life. This paper briefly reviews the types and evolution of existing tiger images in the Pre-
Qin period, focusing on the cultural connotation of tiger worship. It attempts to explore the function
and significance of the tiger from three aspects: the tiger itself, its deterrence and protection, and
borrowing the tiger for ascension to immortality, so as to further deepen the understanding of Pre-
Qin society, politics, culture, and aesthetic psychology.
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Figure 1. Multi-blade dagger-axe of the Spring and Autumn Period (Image source: China Treasures Network)
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Figure 2. Tiger devouring deer vessel stand of the Warring States Period (Image source: China Treasures Network)
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Figure 3. Tiger-shaped zun of the Western Zhou Dynasty (Image source: Jiangxi Provincial Museum)
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Figure 4. Tiger-shaped gold ornament of the Warring States Period (Image source: Xi’an Museum)
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Figure 5. Jade tiger of the Shang Dynasty (Image source: Shanghai Museum)
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Figure 6. Tiger-patterned jade pendant of the Spring and Autumn Period (Image source: Henan Museum)
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Figure 7. Tiger patterns from the Shang, Western Zhou, and Spring and Autumn Periods (from left to right) (Image source:
Dongfang Silk Country)
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Figure 8. Group of tigers rock painting in Yinshan Mountains (Image source: Hetao Cultural Museum, Inner Mongolia)

8. BALLBERE(B R RIR: ARGAEXLEME)

Figure 9. Line drawing of the group of tigers in Yinshan Mountains (Drawn by the author)
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Figure 10. Double tigers devouring human pattern on the Houmuwu Ding (partial) (Image source: National Museum of China)
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Figure 11. Line drawing of the tiger pattern on the Houmuwu Ding (Drawn by the author)
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Figure 12. Du Tiger-shaped tally (Image source: Archaeological Crafts Cultural Industrial Park)
12. #HEMFERXE: EHEXL~IE)

DOI: 10.12677/cnc.2026.141032 221 [ 2


https://doi.org/10.12677/cnc.2026.141032

LE

2. e i S BRE

S22 AR PR A ARE (1 22 i DL xR ) B IE SR 5 AR AR e R TR EIRB I 520 . BB I AR
K&, oM T RS (R FE B M E A R PSR FE . BRTLKEE (s ) Tk, “IRIE B pR el SR PR
VET VG AR N VERS RIRAEN, B RIRITHE. RIRRLS D, WA R A5, AR RS
e, RIS BRI AR AR S B AR R IR . 7 (1018 F SR FER N FE i IR 5408 T 4R
1, TR ARIEZ, B TRRIFREK TR E, -5 REIHRERK R

“HREYRA =T, B0, TR, BT, AMEER. B3T3 MRS . J5 7% A
WA TRL, R WARRE, SRANME. TRLTRE, £5. FARZK, UREE. H. 7 [11]
(Fefe) Pid#imF R 7ISE, BHR. SENFEKCRRRMERN NS S AR, K —F0 M
F, B fEx s, KEMG, T, Wk, RFHFA AT UEFRAESMER, W20 RBESCWR
M, AR E B RR R L —, SRS FORPEMES ", IR #4 A0 AT B R U .

FH T R B PO R s Bk iy AR Es — 5 (ILIA 13) R R 5 B A BAT IR I SCRMAIE . ARHE
HORMfHRE, “ZEIOPEERME, K 1.84 K, MEERZE, ke, BTEsmbEd. E1x
AW, RS QIR R 5 . T R BRI SR T NI SR, Skeildt, W, 5K 178K, &
0.67 K. HEHE, 3, 55, KE, #UE, J5RE, RO €. REECT AER0ZEN, ki,
WA, 5K 139K, & 0.63 Ko JELBAG, RIH B, sKROMBNE, RETE, PSS, wirElR,
TN W2 b 7 [12]%E 3 NIRRT 7 9 PIAR I DAL DL Se i i) = #1720 0 3 AL 2 B PN B2 <
R R3] DB NS, RAEARE, JRETIE . . RIFNEN, WERE CERBETEARR,
MAE N ER 2 H G B NIRRT R RS, BURMET .

Figure 13. Tomb M45 at the Xishuipo site in Puyang (Image source: Excavation report of the Xishuipo site in Puyang, Henan)
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Figure 14. Human figure riding a tiger pendant of the Warring States Period (Image source: National Museum of China)
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