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Abstract

The “Crying Wedding” is a significant cultural practice in Kazakh marriage customs, where emo-
tional expressions are conveyed through crying wedding songs. Research indicates that modern Ka-
zakh Crying Wedding customs have undergone notable changes in lyrics, performers, and ritual
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procedures. The resulting controversies primarily revolve around the tension between “custom
preservation” and “individual choice”, rooted in generational value differences, the conflict be-
tween instrumentalization and emotionalization of traditional folk practices, and the moral pres-
sure from social media dissemination. From the perspective of driving forces, improved transpor-
tation, family restructuring, and the shift from passive acceptance to active choice in marriage have
collectively contributed to the transformation of the Crying Wedding custom. This paper argues that
folk customs evolve dynamically, and the preservation of the Crying Wedding custom should honor
individual choices while retaining its core values of gratitude for kinship and emphasis on marriage,
while offering modern interpretations.
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