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Abstract

This article examines the profound impact of the transformation of Classical Studies in the Song
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Dynasty on scholar identity and literary genre choice. Shifting from the exegetical and textual com-
mentary focus of the Han and Tang eras toward an emphasis on philosophical principle and moral
introspection, Song Classical Studies prompted scholars to reconceive their identity from masters
of memorization to seekers of principles and practitioners of morality. This identity was further
concretized and collectivized through the rise of scholarly schools. Scholars dynamically negotiated
between their identities as learned scholars and literati, commonly embodying a hybrid “scholar-
literati” or “literati-scholar” persona. This identity negotiation directly drove their choice of literary
genres: interpretive essays, commentaries, and recorded sayings became core textual forms for the
scholarly identity; ancient-style prose, valued for its capacity to convey moral principles and ex-
pressive freedom, became the ideal genre for integrating multiple identities; and poetry was in-
fused with rational discourse and erudition, giving rise to distinctive Song poetic features such as
“using argumentation in poetry” and “using learning in poetry”. Through case studies of figures like
Ouyang Xiu, Su Shi, and Zhu Xi, the article reveals the dynamic interplay between intellectual thought,
identity formation, and genre selection. It argues that the creative adaptation of scholars amidst the
currents of Classical Studies and literary traditions constituted the internal mechanism behind the
cultural zenith achieved in the Song Dynasty.
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