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Abstract

The red pottery boat-shaped vessel unearthed in Shangzhou is a precious artifact among the archae-
ological findings in the area. Its unique shape reflects the development and changes in the life pat-
terns and production methods of the ancestors in the Shangzhou section of the Danjiang River. Its
simple and unique form embodies the ancestors’ understanding of production and labor in the Dan-
jiang River Basin. Currently, only three boat-shaped vessels have been unearthed in China. These
three may share common creative intentions and aesthetic concepts. Studying and organizing these
boat-shaped vessels, which may have commonalities but were unearthed at different times and lo-
cations, might help alleviate the current lack of research materials on the red pottery boat-shaped
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vessel. The appearance of boat-shaped objects in other eras with well-developed waterways is not
surprising, but their emergence in the Neolithic Age, a relatively primitive period, can be regarded
as strong evidence of early humans’ worship and conquest of rivers.
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Figure 1. Red pottery boat-shaped vase, unearthed in Wangjian Village, Yangyuhe Town
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Figure 2. Painted pottery boat-shaped pot, unearthed from Tomb No. 98 at Beishouling, Baoji
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Figure 3. Administrative map of Shangzhou City
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