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Abstract

The Great Wall stands as an architectural marvel created by the Chinese nation over millennia.
Through successive dynasties’ construction efforts, the Chinese people accumulated extensive his-
torical memories centred upon the Wall, thereby forging a distinct Great Wall spirit embodied within
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its physical form. Shared collective memory constitutes a vital element in forming a community. The
memories centred around the Great Wall simultaneously continue to shape it into one of the repre-
sentative cultural symbols of the Chinese nation. Academic research on the Great Wall region has
extensively explored its environment, economy, and ethnic groups, revealing the production, daily
life, and subsistence practices of various ethnic communities within this area. Banchangyu, as a piv-
otal node within the Ming and Qing dynasties’ Jizhen defence system, offers an exceptional case study
for observing how the Great Wall evolved from a physical boundary into a cultural symbol through
its functional transformation and local narratives. It also provides a valuable case-study supple-
ment to holistic research on the Great Wall region.
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Figure 1. Rubbing of fragmentary stele erected in the first year of the Wanli era
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Figure 2. Xu family genealogy: Page of Xu Dahong
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