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Abstract

As an important representative of traditional Chinese geometric patterns in ancient times, the tor-
toiseshell pattern achieved dual innovations in both morphological form and cultural implication dur-
ing the Tang and Song dynasties. It was deeply integrated with silk as a carrier, becoming a core me-
dium of textile art and social culture at that time. Based mainly on the research findings of A Study on
the Weaving Characteristics of Tortoiseshell Pattern Brocades along the Silk Road published by People’s
Publishing House in 2024, this paper interprets the integration logic between the pattern and silk
carrier in terms of material adaptation, craft combination and functional expression, and incorpo-
rates personal reflections on the correlation between pattern innovation and contemporary context.
The research shows that the Tang-dynasty tortoiseshell pattern took “blending Chinese and Western
elements” as its innovative core, presenting a magnificent and elaborate integration style with silk;
the Song-dynasty tortoiseshell pattern tended to be realistic and concise, with a more precise adapta-
bility to silk craftsmanship. The integration of the two in both dynasties reflects the level of textile
technology and aesthetic trends of the times. This paper can enrich the research system of the inte-
gration between traditional patterns and textile carriers, and provide historical references for the
contemporary revitalization of traditional patterns.
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