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Abstract

This paper takes “Huang Ying” from “Strange Tales from a Chinese Studio” as the research object
and, in combination with Pu Songling’s experiences as a scholar, is divided into three parts. The first
part explores the integration and collision of his scholarly sentiments and the life of a poor scholar:
his failure in the imperial examinations prevented him from changing his current situation; his poor
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family circumstances forced him to teach in the countryside to make a living; and his low social sta-
tus prevented him from receiving due respect. The second part discusses how he expressed the
common pursuits and aspirations of many poor scholars in the story “Huang Ying” of “Strange Tales
from a Chinese Studio”, such as a beautiful wife, vast wealth, finding a soulmate, and pursuing ideals.
The third part is an innovative interpretation of traditional chrysanthemum culture.
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