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Abstract

This article conducts an etymological examination of the and distinguishes the differences and con-
nections between its early forms “2” and “&”. Through the review of unearthed literature materi-
als such as oracle bone inscriptions, bronze inscriptions, and bamboo and silk texts, it can be found
that the earliest form of the character “fL” was “8”, and “&”and “#” are phonetically similar and
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have similar shapes, being cognate characters. By the time of the Small Seal script in “Shuowen

Jiezi”, “&” and “&” had already differentiated into two characters, and the character “%..” was finally

formed by adding the “7~” radical to “8” during the Qin and Han periods, becoming an upper-level
concept of system and culture. This article holds that clarifying the etymological relationship be-
tween “2” and “B” is of significant philological and intellectual historical significance for under-
standing the semantic evolution of “fL.” from specific sacrificial behaviors to social norms.
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