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Abstract

The unearthed fragments of the “Thousand Character Classic” from Turpan demonstrate the close
integration between the Tang Dynasty’s macro educational system and micro-level writing prac-
tices, providing invaluable physical evidence for examining the actual forms of early childhood ed-
ucation in Western Regions. Using fragments excavated from Astana, Badamu, and Yanghai tombs
as core materials, this study employs typological analysis, writing feature examination, and contex-
tual interpretation to systematically explore the textbook sources, teaching practices, participant
composition, and cultural significance of early childhood education in Tang-era Western Regions.
Research reveals that Western Region’s “Thousand Character Classic” fragments can be categorized
into three types: model texts, practice materials, and homework assignments, systematically demon-
strating a teaching progression from “single-character repetition - short sentence imitation - full-
text copying”. The discovery of paper shoe fragments corroborates Linghu Cimin’s writing records,
revealing a tripartite educational framework encompassing official schools, private academies, and
family education. The high textual consistency between the “Thousand Character Classic” manu-
scripts and extant copies confirms the standardized implementation of Tang educational policies in
the Western Regions. These fragments not only served as literacy tools for Western Region children
but also stood as testament to the Tang Dynasty’s use of cultural education to govern frontier terri-
tories and construct national identity.
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Figure 1. Fragments excavated from Tomb 322 in Astana ([9]: p. 108)
1. FUHTEATAR 322 SEH 5% ([9]: p. 108)
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Figure 2. Fragments excavated from Tomb 222 in Astana ([9]: p. 208)
2. PTETEAR 222 SEH T ([9]: p. 208)
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Figure 3. Fragments excavated from Tomb 216 in Astana ([9]: p. 230)
3. PUHREEAR 216 SEH TR ([9]: p. 230)
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Figure 4. Fragments excavated from Tomb No.115 at Badamu ([5]: pp. 66-67)
4. BIAAK 115 SEH 3 ([5]: pp. 66-67)
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Figure 5. Fragments excavated from Tomb 151 in Astana ([9]: pp. 112-117)
E 5. PETERR 151 SEH 5% ([9]: pp. 112-117)
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Figure 6. Fragments excavated from Tomb 179 in Astana ([9]: pp. 363-365)
[# 6. PUHRERB 179 SEH 5 ([9]: pp. 363-365)
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