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Abstract

The image of Cao Pi as portrayed in the main text of the Annals of Emperor Wen (Book of Wei, Records
of the Three Kingdoms) and in Pei Songzhi’s annotations exhibits a characteristic of “broad agreement
with minor discrepancies”. Chen Shou, with concise wording, depicts from the perspective of political
conduct a founding ruler who is diligent, pragmatic, and values culture and education, while hinting
through other chapters at his ruthlessness and pettiness. Pei Songzhi, through supplementary anno-
tations, reinforces the positive image in the main text, particularly regarding Cao Pi’s acceptance of
the abdication from the Han and his benevolent governance, enriches his personal cultivation with a
well-rounded portrait of a ruler both civil and martial by citing the Zixu (Self-Narrative) and Dianlun
(Classic Essays), and corroborates his cold-blooded ingratitude using accounts of Huo Xing and Lady
Zhen from the Weilue (Brief Account of Wei). The fundamental reason for these differences lies in the
differing historiographical stances, historical contexts, and political circumstances: Chen Shou “hon-
ors Wei to legitimize the Jin”, while Pei Songzhi “honors Wei to legitimize the Song’s succession to the
Jin”. Moreover, the deliberate selection of sources constitutes the basic mode of Pei Songzhi’s histori-
ographical technique of “commenting through citation”.
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