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Abstract

The Book of Changes (Zhouyi) is one of the Confucian classics and has had a profound influence on
various aspects of ancient Chinese society. This paper focuses on the Xun Hexagram within The Book
of Changes, and, drawing on historical texts from the Tang Dynasty, analyzes the phenomena of re-
ception, transformation, and interpretation between the two. It further reveals the inherent mean-
ing of Xun as a symbol of wind and obedience. During the Tang Dynasty, Xun underwent a creative
transformation from a philosophical concept to a political practice, gradually becoming disciplined
by the Confucian system. It eventually evolved into a model for regulating the moral character of
ministers and became one of the theories serving political ends.
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