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Abstract

Feihong, the maidservant in Meng Chengshun’s Ming Dynasty novel Jiao Hong Ji, is a groundbreaking
female character. The manifestation and development of her subjectivity profoundly reflect the ide-
ological upheaval and economic transformation of late Ming society. Feihong’s subjectivity mani-
fests across three dimensions: at the level of self-worth, she constructs an independent value sys-
tem, establishes a belief in individual equality, and rejects the notion of women’s dependence on
men for survival; at the level of romantic practice, she breaks free from the shackles of feudal norms

XESIH: KE. & GROi]) bR AR METEERD]. E 2, 2026, 14(3): 799-805.
DOI: 10.12677/cnc.2026.143112


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/cnc
https://doi.org/10.12677/cnc.2026.143112
https://doi.org/10.12677/cnc.2026.143112
https://www.hanspub.org/

and demonstrates emotional autonomy by actively expressing her love; in the realm of social re-
sistance, she boldly challenges hierarchical barriers, breaks free from the shackles of social status,
and openly rebels against the ethical dogma of “matching social standing”. The emergence of Fei-
hong’s subjectivity is rooted in the social context of the late Ming period: ideologically, the decon-
struction of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism by schools of thought such as Mind School provided the-
oretical support for individual awakening; economically, the prosperity of the commodity economy
in the Jiangnan region challenged the old order, laying the material foundation for the assertion of
individual value. The character of Feihong embodies a qualitative shift in subjective consciousness
from “striving for recognition” to “self-identification”, becoming a significant symbol of individual
life-consciousness in ancient times.
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