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Abstract

In “The Records of the Grand Historian: Xiang Yu”, Sima Qian described the seating arrangements
during a banquet scene. Although it is only briefly mentioned, it provides an important textual basis
for us to study the banquet etiquette culture of the pre-Qin, Qin, and Han dynasties. The Hongmen
Banquet is a key historical event during the struggle between the Chu and Han dynasties, and its
seating arrangements during the banquet scene are not random, but rather conceal the code of
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hierarchical order in ancient etiquette culture. This article will take the seating arrangements in
the text “The Hongmen Banquet” as a starting point, analyze the deep connotations behind the seat-
ing arrangement, including the hierarchy of positions, seating etiquette, and identity hierarchy, re-
veal the value of ancient seating etiquette culture in Chinese language teaching, deepen students’
interpretation of the text, and assist in the inheritance and development of excellent traditional
Chinese culture.
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