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Abstract

Huizhou ancestral halls are a vital component of Huizhou culture, renowned as one of the “Three
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Wonders of Huizhou”. As the hometown of Zhu Xi, Huizhou is among the regions with the richest
and most profound ancestral hall cultural heritage in China. The Ming and Qing dynasties witnessed
a tradition of “a thousand ancestral halls standing in competition” across Huizhou. Characterized
by elegant and exquisite forms and an extraordinary aura, Huizhou ancestral halls feature distinc-
tive whitewashed walls, black tiles, and upturned horse-head gables. Nestled among the green
mountains and clear waters of southern Anhui, they embody a refined and rustic charm, exuding
the gentle and graceful spirit of Jiangnan, hence earning the reputation as the “Forbidden City of
Jiangnan”. Their celebrated “three carvings” (wood carving, stone carving, and brick carving) and
the three-courtyard spatial layout serve as ritual embodiments through imagery—not merely dec-
orations but symbols of Confucian etiquette and family status. Against the backdrop of ongoing ur-
banization, traditional ancestral halls currently face three major practical challenges: functional
decline, loss of regional identity, and weakening kinship and local belonging. Through a compre-
hensive literature review and comparative analysis of typical cases, this paper delves into the prom-
inent issues in the current adaptive reuse and revitalization of ancestral halls. On this basis, it con-
structs a systematic revitalization framework from three dimensions—cultural heritage, functional
programming, and public participation—while adhering to rural revitalization as the core driver to
promote the living transmission of ancestral hall cultural heritage. The findings of this study aim to
provide theoretical support and practical reference for the conservation and inheritance of similar
vernacular cultural heritage, while injecting development momentum into the implementation of
the rural revitalization strategy.
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