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Abstract

Chapter 4 of the Laozi epitomizes the supra-empirical and omnipresent character of “Dao”. Most read-
ers, however, still render the phrase “Xiang Di Zhi Xian” as if it merely placed “Dao” before “Di” on a
temporal, hence empirical, axis. Such a reading presupposes a relation between “Di” and “Dao” that
must itself be questioned. By retracing the deep semantics of “Di”, we find that in late-Shang religion
the term slid from highest deity to an ancestral god and finally to a nameable, figurable entity. Within
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Chapter 4 the cluster “dao zhong”, “yuan xi”, and “zhan xi” functions as a hermeneutic clue: “Dao” is
portrayed as utterly transcendent, ubiquitously immanent, and forever resistant to reification. There-
fore “Xiang Di Zhi Xian” is not a genealogical slogan—“the ancestor of Di”—but a radical statement:
before any conceivable supreme god is even thinkable, “Dao” already shines forth exactly as it ever is.
With this stroke Laozi overturns the Shang-Zhou legacy of reified god-ancestors and turns thought
back to the nameless, ungraspable “Dao” that can only be realized in lived attestation.
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B (CET) &3, 7 FAEENEBI . BTSN, R, THZ XA WU
2ok PRILEL, fRHEYy; MR, FRHA. HouEdF. EAMMEZ T, Rz, 7 ([1]:p. 120). 1
PARTER G — A iR~ “H7, i CRA 2T MEETEMB. X—E 2 GE” RS
MEME R, S WS EAE” YRR, [RIFTIRR B AR AR R RN “Hmzw” o “R7
FING 7 FAAVER, BUTER] FE7 & CE” FreE, (B2, XFRIEM, R RS <aE”
AR SEAF SR, il < 5 F AR SCHTIR BN B B SR RYER PSS . T B “ RAr 2o K
T, WEEET T FREM, WIS SO IR AR .

2. “FF” KNRS

KT R FIRES, TREG A FIEE, TEX “” S8 SORIE MR TH, KEUER T Bifh
FERFARM IR« Ho—, WoyHEFEEK N7 W ERRNEST, SISO R A, FEE
Z5([2]: p. 488; [3]: p. 53). FREAATEHFTLHIN N, “” FHITFHEMBIEFHZ R X “w” FME
SANETE EHATER . =, SR IR “f 7 AR SO “fi 7, BRI RS 7 2R SE B R AR
FH([4]: p. 134; [5]: p. 184) . XUl HBA L3581 H . BRE K G (Lid « ML ) o “feliszz FH
W7 X R E, fRH T A SCNRERS . ERE, sl AR, SuaEIEE BN
“ET, ERARIE S, CF C BT Uik, AR R ERIR([6]: pp. 440, 561-562). T HELE
CBRNKERULY Wi, MFEIEMIMABEST, “f7 RS T KRR . “37 5 LI “—” fER—Hh
FaoRFE, AR RZ([7]: pp. 269, 271) . FRHEF F I CHE SCF ) TEXT “75 7 B L B RBNP RN 7“4 7
VERA S . HOBE SR “R PR BEARBR AR R AR RZIE, NI, JaHR R —F L
I RARMZ A DA ERRT . 7 ([8]:p. 1549)IfIfE “#i” 7 LIRS .« MR REFEANIR, H
FIERIEARBRARERE, I+ TH s — s — DRIR B R &, e H BRI X5 BN R
Z g, RS BN E AR e SE AR TEA . 7 ([8]: p. T)BR IRPIRM A2 A, HEAR L
AEAE AR IR . Rt an B B P B BB AR ks “ 77 WER b SRR M EEAL([9]: p. 593). LEAKE, XK
T w7 FRANL, FRABSPIRIERILIN, FE—ER5E

ORFE « BiG L) 08 “7%, Bt 7 ([10]:p. DYFETE (ST X “ 7 BIfREN:  “iF
. ERTZSH. NEFRAE. 7 (11 p. )AFH “F. NFHE. 7 ([11]:p. 46) “i” HHIHPELZ
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&, HEEAEUR Y. EERE, MU, WA RS TRETMPAA RN, (AEE) FE
“HrE, W W EFRM? S, S5, ZEW, PrOURUE, SARTEW. MEE R R,
FEXAEERE, MRFAEE” ([12]:p.9), fRHH EFHE& “ s A HEY), ARRKEMAT” K. LW
FLAUE IR . <, i, FREGRLL, BT, 5o T, HFHEEH, HFZ
M. FAERT UL, JREEF . MORIL4. 7 ([18]:p.5), WMELEMVRFEAZEAIE, &F BRI,
WU e B AT o F IR A O, R T RAEFE SO RS BB, e AR, KN
Kitr, MATHAUEE, X5 ERRAREM HAEAT 5 RAHEC . A 2R oy A DLas 6 I 1 ([14]: p. 2)
M (U0 S AR T S W R A [ B DR S, BT ERKFE S, AR AT KiEF2E)
SRR (IR . AT FRIPER I E LR

T

) PRI R MRE (ESOVhEE W #
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Figure 1. Origin of the word “Emperor” ([14]: p. 2)
B 1 “%" FiRER((14]:p. 2)

IR TR, (W) AR %" ST " ERBE. M T “8 7
oI IR S AT TR, I, KBTI T L. — g R A
RIS, 0 W AT, BIRRERN WL . —WRERNIBR, LRIENTE, DRy, T
QIBTER . FETENASE, OISR, I R3] . BESE [HE] . TOMEKIE [7E% )
Fo W RBNIEER, AR (el . <K Ko Ty 1E, Kaem
%, —odpy N B <SR L (RIE CRAKEID AL BRI K
fAk, R SEAR G TR, B7bh < ot e ok, wateasie <R o) pp. 255-279).
B e Bl P RRROIE S ORI R HARAEIIEAS, (ER AL . FERTAIER =
PO, FERELT AL AR, BAEHIRGE. MBI, R FIOTRABHEREL IR R
W SAEBEHIAR, Tk 0 T AR AR st « S P AR A G e, T
LA SR NAER IR <% WRAHEM3] 6, BIMIRESIN " ST
f#-

fEiE, TARKAITRARR, RAIE LSS (50 o “ERFLB4" e, HHMTRY,
RO “T" B “ LA, BEREOCT, <R RAROR, WO ¢ B SR LRI <R . ST
WM, FFRRDL <" FENERE S, SCHILT <R KT . SRé IR < R
B SUTRELETRL, B SRR I AT RS
3. “W fEREMRSE

M RSO A FRRETTAL, T ORISR, AL el T I RIS
W T IR, PSRRI, A I o R A (PRI
KR TEX <7 0 NN, IR TS AE. 7 R TE A AE. 7 ((A%) 14127
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1E) [15]%F . HNAFEMR “m” 5K, NRERRIARZBIMKR, “47 BEZHRE3 ARG
FHL e S AR B0 35 IRRE FE e dnfe], XL (A4 Fifh MRERTREJ0— . 1 “BEg- b, %W T
e 7 ( (&%) 12855) [L5]LAL T AAE M) n] TR 2 “#7 55, X5m “%” RinbprHE <47
FAAEZE S T “27 ZH&E L, FREEICNILE N “@4” , IEEMRE LE “7% 7 PR RER:
BTRNEFERINR B, RN <57 A&, W8 “f 7 i AKE—FE R4 BRI, %
RBFaL. “&7 FRONHE “H7 N W7 10— DO .

S, RN A7 MRS IR T iR S R AE B KT B AR U IR R DL AL Al . B A
JeA e (B N REHRI EAE R EA Y — Ry a7 MERREARZ , — RN 5 EARINASUAH, AT AT RAER
AR A = T G B A, HET R RO R T I M DL R B AT e N AR I 35 20 [ 7 SR SR
RIS B2, fEHSEENEZ A, “W%” AR R E R AR, Wil “w” 720
NS RSREE “ph” BT B A MEREE[16] . (EERME, EIHA AN QLS Fiw R,
HED RSN A [ I S B R A0 7 ([17]: pp. 307-311). ARUEAE A, “7% 7 [ A4H T “FH e Hh”
WAt ST, FEHESC MRERTIR A B EGEE , 2RI “ BT ((AE) 1402/#RE, FRK
2 T TN “EL7 B N IR, flin, BEE. AU 7 OAEEZ R,
B NFTULHT “BoR” [18]. “R” FHIZ MR Z BAFIENIERC R, R “ 7 A 5 e pA7EAE
FMIZERE . X SeREA) BVF RN - AR AL e ol T A 7t S A 8 A AL e R BTPE 2 4L,
A A BUHA A A St A A A AR S . SEBR B, RS M RE R TIET  iR t n] EE
fife Fy AT AR AR S oA B A%, FRAL T HOA B A AR e ph Bl “ a7 I 8155 o MIEFP R S B, X im]
MO “UIAHBLR ™ PRI .

B A, T X BERORA T AR . TERRYE FE NEERIRT RO, 7 R A R S
(& b, SRIMAE NEEIHREHE, 7 JUL A B . M7ERIE H B MR R, O R R
“RET 5o DRI, A KIS BERR A R N AR (S, RIAITER R IR AT B E B, T R AR
THAR . fERMH], NESRI%E EREEAN “a” , Bl “BORM ZER ‘v’ ‘wE , MREA
SCEFET TIRRE T o RSN S AR BERTEN XX — AR IR A R LR, A R RACR R B2,
TR, B AR NI EIRRAE 787, APHORR T IR A T HAR[19]. 0T IX — AFOC R IR,
ZEARSTHE TR NEERIRNGE AL, YOI AR SRR FREE A SRR, BARTSE, “%” fEAMIERR
HE, HARBUS AR e FIE K, S H 2R, SR RTVE N E LA <, AR &
e HUERTHERT, ERAR, “WHAE—7 MWSHEEE20]. 756, OGEEEN N “FHlk, b
R bty 5 et A 20 G T AR S R AR, MRSEAR R A IR AT AR S I R BUR St
—AH " “TEm A SR, # gt SRR Mt 2 R 225, TP MEIA R E M FEE” ([21]:
p. 383). WREIS I, XTAHSGHIRR “fF 7 MBORfRdt | “WHE—" WERIER. X IR T R
TR VIR, RILT HSHMIEIRRE A T R G2 Ak ATRAYE, fESRAL, “RE 7 AMEZRT—
FE, BATEmN 427 MME—rE. b, seMMsNEESG DAk, SEA “W7 MIREE, W T W
MGAE RS R sk . [RIRE, 7ERER AETE s, JetBE S B =M ER G . HBEE
B I BRI SA0TE B, 507 58 il T &R, EM R R s T AU R IR I Ak

GELRTR, “f7 XS TR H ARSI S A S AR LR, — T, T b T
mHiAr, R&SAEZEMZ AT, WANTARE A . fEEME L, ERXNEMAATEN LIS

PO T, RAEM B, ERERABROREEN, KEGTE, REBERBRER, L7, MR, AR
&, fNRE, HIMEERE, Btk BRI POk, BONDONRS 2PN, WMIAELR, 45 MR GRM. W RIER
b, EREEE N DR, REEPHEFETRE. 7 WEE: O MEPREHRMER) (F), (L) 1959 45 10
1, 55109 7T,
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ROMGME, ISR SR. R, W T AKmE, “f7 BA AR, S m G bk
Wil “” EE. H—J5m, TRARMY, mAZPE ‘%7 MBS T MEzh, BERKA
HEBB KRN 757 R “E” . w7 BSE LIEREHEE, B2mRrsE “Hiemh” &
SCHHRTE, B2 IR AZ IZHT R “ e 17 SRS, a7 X MR IR E A SR

4. WEBRSEILRY “FE”

e “a T AR R AR B AR AR A AR OGS T T RS « T IR M=, “7 7 4
P, O — i, JE RS HONBERS A R I £ BRI EMAES, “& 7 KEEfEN
HA & EA NS IAEAE, ERRRIIZHT S “eL” Biemm e, 2Emgal e il hikwlx,
£ CET) 3l “IE” R—W&n, ‘w7 SREIREL. T (ZT) BWUEEREH Rz,
AR (BT IR AR TR “RIMBIH . i 2SS PR 2. B e IR AR . 7
([22]: p. 10)fESLAL, w bl “a2de” 5 “WZT7 MIXRL, SRALE) “J” JFARfESE)E ) “56” , 1
RINH CTE” AT AT R GAEMEIEY AT, itk —ok, 1R BEIAE R CGE” , AR
“Rp7 o BRALXS T CTE” RS, 1R WAL E T AN SR AT, BURE LR MY4EE E, “E”
FEZSARZ B CAF(E. SR, 72 CET) BINE. HoRFES, X “IE” A Fik:

1. BAhRse, AHX. THhZIT, RIBRME, BEEH, AZITH,
2. Rk, @A, (BP AN R, #7) ([1]: pp. 134, 198)

OISO AL, () UARIBH “A7 “4ign” SRNIRER T, xR “IE” FPIRESZEKIER .
FEIS (B R ) Ya e FL, 5 2 S5 T AR I 1) 00 A 2 BAR ) S B s TR AN 3E BAR F3 SC Bt Tl
HARBEY B AR e W g, HARReMS bAT B &, 22 A AR AE I 1) 5 52 i) K b o A7 Se A7
SEPI R e, T L SR A S s (R AR R R8T, (E R BATT AT g (I (R RS2 A BRIV . 5 2 AH X,
EBARFEYIIS 8], 2R PRSI TA], ALK “iE” RPARSRIRAEA, MUY “1E” 0 HikH
VI EER . thah, SN “1E” MAE MR X RIEEAEA R, A B “X
47 OK” ERR . FRARENE CBMATE, RIEXA” o AL ST BN CIE” kR, JER A
BB R A AVER R . IR “E” B EERR AL HYE AN, BOREY “HZAE” . X
W= RFERR: AR, ERMA. BoES, MArmiAK, TR FEE 7 ([1]: p. 283)ith4)
JRATUER] “T8” 2 AYIIARIE AR, BT BRI HY), HilfE T At £ 8”7 Byise
WHYMZAFE, RA TR EY 2, WO “Riz” H Rl Kigk:, sSE5il. iR
IR T T8 AR NI Z R R, R A e 2 UK E ELE ) 187 e T YRR, [SkoR
BV E:

B, MAXXRiH. MaMT ML T L4, By, ik, AL, E5MRAEF. EFREZT, 27
Z . ([1]: p. 120)

giacrh, 7 FFVEETE (B0 hRRDY: 8, SSEWT . HSIH T “TEsRmAZ” ([11]:
p.99). “ERKE” MEI, SbiR “TE” WTEFUNE . HEREE, AR =7 HARE LA FE)NEE, E
ZHBY “TRG”, MR —EITRTE “ARRIE” “AERAT XL TER AR LT EIE S S U
PERT.  “E” EONA, (HILAEGE 2B HANE T REA R, B e o (0 K
U7 RS <K ([11]: p. 230), iR /K R B BITRE, RARER AT £k, “#a”
AR “TE” BA TR, RATERME, BrUA “OUMI sz, B A TR BLRZ A
E—HEFIW ), XOGREH T E” A E WS T B, LSy, e,
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Love 7 MBI R AIEAR AT S UH <87 . “W” 5“7 JTEAURERTEE, “m” 5 “FH”
J& T BRI, MO AR, BT — R B A BIMEN R AN E TR, 5 KRS
BMET g “BL7 5 “97 1E (USC) R R “TER” “HERW” ([11]: pp. 277,299), HP
BB RS HTFRENRTNS T, —HBATHEREWIAITX O 0E L. “H” 5 “M” Mk
WA HPII TR AR, 67 “AR” ZE RN R I SRR, BIERV BN KIT 5,
CRPCTR” MR E AR A . BTCL, RAT BRI BRI 4 B, SO E RIA R 4, A
RefSfhsy “HE” o WMEEEMEZ, “BL7 ‘97 7 A B4R, “E” MREARS, XIf
IR RS AEAEBIR R 7, B REFA TS RIS 5, SKERIE “1E” E A S M.
“IE” REWTER), RANFEREINE AR, BB X AR 17, BT ERRE
orale “CHSALEAE” it B USRI =7 MR, MIEEGOR T — a1 “1E” pmErE s
R T IANE AT, AT O ISR Ol 2R MEmIR . CEAMEZ T, R
27 AERNARER RG], BNSHT AR SRR, Wy, <7 BB SmEE
PEo BIRA) RO FITEYEIE Ry “T8” MBEE, A S B2 “IE” 1ERAMZEE, X5 “Wa
ZET RN JERAIN “RA 2 e, R ESCOX R AT, BV BEHAE NG B R, &
WAR N SARTENTE T2, WSOy “am” [ “Jetl” IRl “I1E” ENA A ML 50,
XEHENE R EE TR EHIMR. B SCORMRE, ZA0ERER L T w7 ZAEE RN, X
BE—k, 5 FSCBBAMENE. “%7 fEABEEM, TRERE “27 MAMM, &2 FHAREER
G, WU E R ASS2KBEMERE SN T 57 2RO R B, SRR,
R FETER] . HBENAE, ‘B 5 7 FIRRSHUZEHEEARXR, BTuelT “F
7 2T “IREHR” KR,
5. &5

“Hr 7 AR EIE AR SONERE, RIS HOGHIR R T IIE £ RN, HAN R &
F R N B ARSI . BOR “At e — 7 MBI ZWE “ 7 B 5 etiedh, R&R0N
THIBAMBSEE. ME TSR “E” 2T —UIX 70, Bl mEes “£7 . Bk, “%
WP AR B & a7 IS, TR VIR R E EARILE IR 2 BT, “IE” SR
REIL; BREAH w7 g, WAS w7 MERSEE A, TRAE 7 ke UIFEEE S AT RER
JEATE I
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