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Abstract

From the pre-Qin period to the Wei-Jin period, aesthetic education experienced a transformation
from ritual and music-based moral education to an emphasis on individual expression. In the ritual
and music system of the pre-Qin era, “music” undertook emotional influence and aesthetic experi-
ence, falling under the realm of aesthetic education, while “ritual” focused on behavioral norms and
social order, belonging to moral education. Together, they formed the early educational tradition of
“parallel cultivation of virtue and beauty”. During the Han dynasties, the aesthetic dimension in rit-
ual and music education was deeply incorporated into political ethics. By the Wei-Jin period, neo-
Daoist thought, manor economy, the Nine-rank system, and artistic self-discipline jointly promoted
the shift of aesthetic education. The essence of this transformation was the continuous adjustment
of the relationship between virtue and beauty. Contemporary aesthetic education should be wary of
instrumentalization, and while inheriting the social value of “using beauty to aid virtue”, it should
also draw on the Wei-Jin spirit of respecting individual differences to construct a diverse and symbi-
otic system that unifies social guidance with individual empowerment.
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