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Abstract

Wang Anyi's Song of Everlasting Sorrow stands as a landmark in contemporary Chinese urban
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literature, transforming mundane urban scenes—such as alleyway life, street-level trivialities, and
individual leisure—into vessels of urban memory through its everyday narrative style, thereby con-
structing a collective memory of Shanghai’s urban spirit and civic culture. This study, grounded in
narratology theory, focuses on the novel’s everyday narrative strategies, analyzing how it conveys
Shanghai’s urban memory through daily details, spatial imagery, and individual experiences. It ex-
plores the intrinsic connection between everyday narration and the construction of urban memory,
revealing the cultural connotations and aesthetic value of the urban memory depicted in the work.
By adopting delicate everyday narratives, Wang Anyi dismantles the obscuring effects of grand his-
tory on urban memory, blending individual daily experiences with collective urban recollections.
This approach not only preserves the civic civilization and urban texture of old Shanghai but also
subtly reflects on the alienation of modern urban civilization, offering a crucial model and unique
perspective for the portrayal of urban memory in contemporary urban literature.
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